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Challenges for road safety 
Professionals

Challenges to conventional views about what 

is safe particularly in urban areas on ñstreetsò

Questions about the validity of beliefs, 

traditions and accepted ógood practiceô

Is ódifferentôless safe just because we donôt 

have experience of it?

Do safety concerns dis-advantage other aims 

such as shared space schemes / good urban 

design?



MfS attitude to RSA

Draft MfS wanted to replace RSA process with 
a Quality Audit process because RSA was 
seen by some as unhelpful to designers

Final MfS says  ñThere can also be a tendency 
for auditors to encourage designs that achieve 
safety by segregating vulnerable road users 
from road trafficò

ñSuch designs can perform poorly in terms of 
streetscape quality, pedestrian amenity and 
securityéin some circumstances, can actually 
reduce safety levelsò



Quality Audit

RSA should be part of 
wider Quality Audit which 
also includes

Visual quality

Access, Walking and 
cycling

Community 

Place check

Recommended in IHT 
Guidelines on Road 
Safety Audit and Manual 
for Streets



Audit, Risk and Liability

Overestimation of 

potential risk and 

liability

Tendency to be 

overly critical of  

ónewôdesign 

initiatives 

Audits seen as 

unhelpful by some 

clients and designers



Challenges for auditors

As auditors are we too 

risk averse?

Should we be able to 

support all our 

comments with some 

evidence or good 

practice guidance?

What about when there 

is evidence to the 

contrary e.g. guard rail?



Legal duties, liability and 
judgements

Appendix C of óWell 

Maintained Highwaysô

Advice and  judgements 

on liability

Some you may find 

surprising!!



Judgements 

No legal duty to give 

warning or maintain 

warning of obvious 

hazards

Case law

Gorringe V Calderdale 

and others



Driver and highway  authority 
responsibilities

Judgements have 
consistently made it 
clear that drivers are 
responsible for their 
own safety and that 
road users should 
ótake the road as they 
find itô

Highway authorities 
should avoid creating 
ñtrapsò by their actions


