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Road Safety: Auditucit
The=ChallengesjAbeadead



Challengesdonroad-safety
Professionails

Challenges to conventional views about what
|l s safe particularly 1n

Questions about the validity of beliefs,
traditions and accepted@ ood pr acti c

sodi ffleeemntdafe Just be
nave experience of it?

DO safety concerns dis-advantage other aims
such as shared space schemes / good urban
design?




MIS attitude!to IRSA

Draft MfS wanted to replace RSA process with
a Quality Audit process because RSA was
seen by some as unhelpful to designers

Fi nal Mf S says NTher e
for auditors to encourage designs that achieve
safety by segregating vulnerable road users
from road traffico

NSuch designs can perfo
streetscape quality, pedestrian amenity and
securityéin some clrcunmn
reduce safety | evel so



Quality /Audit

RSA should be part of
wider Quality Audit which
also includes
Visual quality
Access, Walking and
cycling
Community
Place check

Recommended in IHT
Guidelines on Road
Safety Audit and Manual
for Streets




Audit] Risk land tiabiity

Overestimation of
potential risk and
liability

Tendency to be
overly critical of

0 n ed&sign
Initiatives

Audits seen as

unhelpful by some
clients and designers 2,




Challenges{anauditors

As auditors are we too
risk averse?

Should we be able to
support all our
comments with some
evidence or good
practice guidance?

What about when there
IS evidence to the
contrary e.g. guard rail?




Legal duties.sliabilityl and
judgements

Highway Risk and Liability Claims

A practical gulde to Appandix C of The UK Roads Board
Report ‘Well Maintained Highways: Code of Practice for

Highway Maintenance Managament’

Appendi x C o
Mai nt al ned H

Advice and judgements
on liability

Some you may find
surprising!!
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Judgements

No legal duty to give
warning or maintain
warning of obvious
hazards

Case law

Gorringe V Calderdale
and others




Driverrand highway authority
responsiilities

Judgements have

consistently made it

clear that drivers are

responsible for their

own safety and that

road users should

0t ake the road as they
fi1r nd 1 t0

Highway authorities

should avoid creating

Atrapso by their action:



